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You are a worker. You may have a job working 
behind a counter, sweeping floors, selling things, 
answering phones, working on an assembly line, 
cooking food, teaching, building things, or doing 
anything else. You may have a job serving the public. 
You may have a job producing things. You may have a 
job fixing things or advising others. You may have 
multiple college degrees. You may have a very specific 
and rare skill. You may be unemployed at the moment. 
You may be a student. You may be disabled. You may 
be in prison. Regardless of the specific aspects of your 
job situation, you are a worker. 


A worker is anyone who sells their labor power in 
order to survive. The overwhelming majority of 
humanity is made up of workers. There are workers in 
the United States, France, Australia, Bangladesh, 
Jamaica, China, Tunisia and every other country on 
earth. Every building in the New York City skyline is 
the product of the collective work of thousands of 
workers. Every product in every store was produced 


by workers, packaged by workers, stocked and 
transported by workers, and sold by workers. 


The labor of workers makes the world move. The 
labor of workers is the source of all wealth and power. 


You are not a capitalist. In addition to the 
overwhelming majority of humanity that are workers, 
there is a very small group of people called capitalists. 
They are sometimes called “the ruling class,” the 
“bourgeoisie”, or “the 1%.” These are people who do 





The small group of billionaires who own the banks, factories, and 
other centers of economic power are called “capitalists.” It includes 
many wealthy bankers, such as Jamie Diamond. 











not make their living by stocking shelves, sweeping 
floors, teaching students, painting pictures, or do any 
other useful work. 


The small minority of people in the capitalist class 
make their living by owning, not by working. They 
own the majority of the world. They own the natural 
resources and land. They own the factories. They own 
huge stores. They own the oil wells. They own the 
banks. 


They own the “means of production.” The control 
of this huge apparatus with the ability to produce 
wealth is in the hands of a small group people. Most of 
them are bankers. They have names like Morgan, 
Mellon, Chase, Dupont, Rothschild, and Carnegie. They 
control the “commanding heights of the economy.” 
They are a small group of owners, who can call the 
majority of all things on earth their “private property.” 


Yet, all of these things that they own would be 
completely worthless without everyone else. Without 
labor from the millions of non-owners like you and 
me, the stores would sit empty; the oil would remain 
in the ground; and the factories would produce no 
products. 


Capitalism 


In order to keep the world moving, the capitalists 
must hire the rest of us. We, the workers are paid to 
make these “means of production” and “commanding 
economic heights” function. When the labor of the 
99% makes the means of production start moving, the 
capitalists start making profits. As we go to work, 
making the economy move, sweating, working 
overtime, and stressing, the capitalists enrich 
themselves. 


All we get in exchange for our labor is wages. The 
wages represent a mere fraction of what our labor 
power is actually worth. The wealth and power of the 
billionaire capitalist class of bankers comes from the 
labor of millions of workers. We are robbed each day, 
as we Sell ourselves in order to survive. 


This is called “Capitalism.” Capitalism is the 
system where a small group of people own the “means 
of production.” Because the capitalists own it and 
control it, the economy functions only for the purpose 
of making more profits for them. 


In capitalism, the lower the wages of the workers 
who are hired, the higher the profits for the capitalist. 
So naturally, the capitalists seek to pay as little as 
possible to the workers. The capitalists invest their 
profits in developing technology. They seek to find 
ways to hire fewer workers, so that they can make 
more profits by paying less wages. The less workers 
that are hired, the more profits for the capitalist. 


Unemployment means heavier competition for 
jobs. It means that workers will be forced to accept 
lower pay, and worse conditions. So, naturally, the 
capitalists see unemployment as beneficial to their 
desire for profits. 


Safety precautions in the workplace make things 
more expensive for the capitalist. So naturally, the 
capitalists resist setting up extra-safety precautions if 
they can avoid it. Protecting the environment often 
also adds additional expenses. So, the capitalist 
naturally tries to avoid the additional expense of 
limiting pollution. 


Capitalists make lots of money from war. They 
can manufacture guns, tanks, cruise missiles and 
airplanes. The wars can be waged to destroy rival 


capitalists and win control of foreign markets. So, 
naturally, the capitalists team up with politicians to 
push us into wars. In these wars, it is always workers 
who die, not capitalists. 


A “Prison Industrial Complex” has been set up. 
Capitalists are making lots of money from locking 
people in prison. So, naturally they push for a “war on 
drugs, lengthy prison sentences and other expansions 
of the prison system, in order to make more profits. 
The fact that over 2 million people are prison in the 
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In the “Prison Industrial Complex”, capitalists make profits 
from locking up working people. 


















United States, means lots and lots of money for the 
capitalists. 


This is not a “conspiracy theory.” There is no 
secret cabal or mystical plan being put into operation. 
The problems faced by billions of working people 
today are simply the result of capitalists trying to 
make more profits for themselves at the expense of 
the rest of humanity. 


What is good for capitalists tends to be bad for 
workers. Wars, unemployment, environmental 
destruction, mass imprisonment and poverty are all 
bad for workers. But they all also mean more profits 
for the capitalists. 


Likewise, higher wages, better working 
conditions, more political freedom, peace and equality 
all cut down capitalist profits. Though these are basic 
things that workers want, they go against the interests 
of the capitalists. 


When society is divided into separate classes, as 
it is under capitalism, the interests of these classes are 
contradictory. 


Imperialism 


Capitalism is now in a stage called “Imperialism.” 
Once there was competition among the capitalists, but 
now a small handful of bankers have risen to the top. 
These super wealthy capitalists are called 
“monopolists.” These monopolists no longer focus 
simply on exploiting the workers in their own country. 
Capitalism is now global. The capitalists of Wall Street, 
London, Berlin, and other western financial centers, 
rake in “super profits” by exploiting the workers of 
almost the entire world. 


While all workers are exploited, some workers 
face “super exploitation.” Black workers in the U.S. are 
not just exploited as workers but they also face racial 
discrimination. They are paid the lowest wages, 
unemployed at the highest rate and locked in prison 
far more frequently. They are oppressed not just as 
workers, but as members of an oppressed nation. 


Immigrant workers also face extreme repression, 
being forced to live in the shadows without papers. 
They are paid lower wages, they face ICE raids and 
deportations, as well as police harassment. They are 


Third world workers suffer not just from exploitation, 
but from super exploitation. 


also “super exploited” so capitalists can make “super 
profits.” 





Workers around the world are exploited by 
capitalist bankers in the western countries. They labor 
often in sweatshop conditions. Governments are set up 
in places like Bangladesh, Afghanistan, and South 
Korea. These governments don’t listen to the people of 
their own country, but instead take orders from Wall 
Street. 


When a government stands up against Wall 
Street, they are attacked with economic sanctions, 
cruise missile strikes, and sometimes invasions. The 


Pentagon is utilized in order to make sure the 
capitalists keep making super profits. Saddam Hussein 
stood up to the Wall Street oil capitalists, so his 
country was invaded. Millions of Iraqis died so Wall 
Street could control the oil markets. The same thing 
happened in Libya when Gaddafi dared stand up to 
Wall Street. 


The government of Manuel Zelaya in Honduras 
was overthrown by a CIA coup in 2009, because it 
dared to oppose Wall Street. It did not matter that the 
overwhelming majority of the population voted for 
Zelaya in a democratic election. Zelaya opposed Wall 





Libya was bombed and destroyed so the US imperialists 
could overthrow Gaddafi and take control. 





Street, so the CIA removed him. 


A generation ago 58,000 young workers from the 
United States were sent to die in Vietnam. They died 
because the people of Vietnam were fighting to kick 
out the Wall Street imperialists. The U.S. government, 
in service of the capitalists, sent the marine corps, the 
army, napalm, bombers and all kinds of military 
apparatus to try to keep Vietnam under their control. 
Millions of Vietnamese workers perished, before 
Vietnam was ultimately victorious, and the Wall street 
monopolists were forced to surrender. 


This is what capitalism has become in its global 
stage of Imperialism. It means low wages, mass 
unemployment, prisons, and lots and lots of wars. 


Socialism & Communism 


So, what does this have to do with Communism? 
Communism is the elimination of this horrific situation 
in which so many people are suffering. Communism is 
based on the idea that these “means of production” 
that are currently owned and controlled by the 
capitalists, should be the common property of the 
workers. The factories, banks, giant farms, stores, oil 


wells, and natural resources should be owned by the 
workers. Instead of functioning in order to make 
profits for capitalists, these “commanding heights” of 
economic power should operate based on what is good 
for the people. 


Communism has two stages. The first stage of 
Communism is called “Socialism.” Under Socialism, the 
economy is under the control of the workers. A new 
government is created to prevent the capitalists from 
coming back to power. The basis of this new 
government is worker's councils or people’s 
assemblies. Community groups and organizations will 
lay the basis for a new kind of society. The current 
order of dictatorship by the wealthy capitalists, in 
which government policy is almost completely made 
by the superrich, is replaced by a democracy for the 
workers. 


Socialism, this first stage in the communist 
transformation of society, has already begun to sprout 
into existence. Cuba and People’s Korea have begun 
constructing Socialism, trying to build this first stage 
of Communism. Other countries have also done it in 
the past. 


The first stage, Socialism, with the economy 
centrally planned under workers control, will 
eventually push humanity toward the next, higher 
stage. The higher stage of Communism may not be 
achieved for a long time, but it will be based on the 
huge advancement of technology and productivity. 


The higher stage of Communism will not come 
about until Socialism has healed the human psyche 
from the scars and wounds of the old society. In the 
higher stage of communism, vast material abundance 
will eliminate the need for police, armies, and other 
means of repression. Wages and other forms of 
regulated economic distribution will gradually fade 
away. The very need for a government apparatus, or 
coercion of any kind will gradually be eliminated. 


The Paris Commune 


There have been many different Communist 
revolutions over the course of the last 200 years. Each 
of them resulted in great victories for working people, 
despite whatever setbacks and hardships. 


The first Communist revolution took place in 
1871. The French workers in a single city, rose up and 


established the Paris 
Commune. The 
capitalist government 
was removed. The 
new worker's state 
carried out some key 
reforms that 
improved the lives of 
working people. 
Women were granted 
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militias replaced the 
police. The workers held power very briefly, but they 
set an example, proving that revolutions could take 
place and workers could take power. 


In modern times, Communists wave the red flag 
as their symbol, because the workers of Paris unfurled 
the red flag, the known symbol of revolt as they 
established the Paris Commune. The anthem of the 
Paris Commune “The Internationale” is sung at 


working class gatherings all throughout the world in 
modern times. Its words proclaim: 


Arise, ye prisoners of starvation! 
Arise, ye wretched of the earth! 
For justice thunders condemnation! 
A better world is in birth! 


The capitalists of Europe were terrified of the 
Paris Commune. They feared that workers across the 
world would follow the Communards example. The 
capitalists were horrified especially of how women 


were among the leaders of the commune and its 
revolutionary army, picking up the gun in revolt 
against capitalism. The capitalists of Germany and 
France joined together to defeat the Paris Commune, 





Communists give fist salute at Workers World Party national 
conference. 





as it was a threat to capitalism everywhere. 


The Paris Commune was defeated, and thousands 
of workers who had participated in the revolt were 
lined up and shot by the capitalist armies. As the 
communards faced the firing squads, they proudly 
raised their fists in the air, as a symbol of defiance. 


In modern times, Communists salute each other 
by raising their fists in the air. This is a tradition 
inspired by the Paris Commune of 1871, the first 
Communist revolution in history. 


The Bolshevik Revolution 


The next Communist revolution was the 
Bolshevik Revolution, which took place in Russia in 
1917. For many years, Russia had been led by the Czar, 
an absolute monarch who joined with the Russian 
capitalists to oppress the workers and peasants. Most 
Russians were unable to read, and every year 
thousands died of starvation and preventable disease. 
Nations like Georgia, Ukraine, and Moldova were 
colonized by Russia, and their people suffered super 
exploitation from Russia’s capitalists. 





In 1917, the workers and peasants of Russia overthrew 
the Czar, and created a network of people’s councils. 





When World War One broke out, thousands of 
Russians were sent to die in order to make profits for 
the capitalists. The workers at home made very low 
wages, and worked in extremely horrendous 
conditions. Russia’s workers were denied the basic 
right to form unions, or exercise freedom of speech. 


In February of 1917, the workers across Russia 
rose up against the Czar. A popular revolution forced 
the Czar to step down. In the course of the revolution, 


the workers set up a network of councils called 
“Soviets.” These were popular assemblies where the 
workers organized their fight against capitalist power, 
and took care of each other. 


After the workers brought down the Czar, a new 
capitalist “provisional” government was set up. Under 
the provisional government, the war continued. 
Workers still starved in the streets. Though the Czar 
was gone, it seemed nothing had changed. 


Among the workers, a group of Communists 
called the “Bolsheviks” called for a second revolution. 





Vladimir Lenin led the Bolsheviks to overthrow capitalism 
in the October Revolution of 1917. 








They were led by Vladimir Illych Lenin, and they 
demanded that things really change. They called for 
“Peace, Land, and Bread.” They also demanded “All 
Power to the Soviets.” Under the direction of the 
Bolsheviks, the workers were mobilized to overthrow 
the provisional government. In October of 1917, the 
workers were successful, and the Soviets replaced the 
capitalist provisional government. 


The Soviet Union 


Led by the Bolsheviks, the workers established 
the Soviet Union, or the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics (USSR). The Soviet Union was the first 
country on earth to begin the construction of 
socialism. The banks, factories, mines, steel mills, and 
all the other economic power was in the hands of the 
people. The Bolsheviks changed their name to the 
“Communist Party of the Soviet Union.” 


The creation of socialism led to many great 
economic miracles in the country. To begin the 
process, the Soviet Union launched “Five Year Plans.” 
The whole country was mobilized to begin building. 
Without the irrational profit motive, rational planning 


was put in command of the Soviet economy. The result 
was an explosion of economic growth. 


The USSR became an industrial powerhouse 
during the 1930s, when the rest of the world was 
experiencing a “great depression.” The barren 
countryside was lit up with electricity. The world’s 
largest hydro-electrical power plant, the Dnieper Dam, 
was constructed. By the mid-1930s, the Soviet Union 
produced more tractors than any other country on 
earth. The Soviet mills also produced record amounts 
of steel. The Soviet Union was able to launch Sputnik, 
the first spacecraft into orbit. The first people to enter 
outer space were citizens of the USSR. 


Prior to the revolution, the overwhelming 
majority of people in the Soviet Union had no chance 
to get an education and were illiterate. The revolution 
abolished illiteracy with mass educational campaigns. 
Schools and Universities were built all across the 
country, and the USSR led the world in Science, 
Mathematics, and the Arts. The life expectancy of the 
people nearly doubled. Universal housing with 
running water and electricity was provided. Each 
person in the Soviet Union was guaranteed a job, 


housing, healthcare, and education from birth until 
death. 


Women in the Soviet Union enjoyed a level of 
equality that was far higher than ever before in 
history. From the moment the Bolsheviks took power 
in 1917, women had the right to vote, and were 
guaranteed equality in the Soviet Constitution. Women 
in United States did not win the right to vote until 
three years later. The Soviet Union was the first 
country on earth to legalize homosexual love. Under 
the Czar, speaking Ukrainian, Moldovan, or Georgian 
was illegal, but under Socialism, the state not only 
legalized, but promoted these languages of oppressed 
national minorities. Many of the most high ranking 
leaders of the Soviet Union were not Russian, but came 
from nations that had been oppressed before 1917. 


The Soviet Union sent aid around the world to 
support people fighting for freedom, such as the 
African National Congress and the People’s 
Democratic Party of Afghanistan. The Soviet Union 
came to the aid of the Black liberation struggle in the 
United States, sponsoring international conferences 
against racism and promoting the Civil Rights 


movement. In 1951, the Soviet Union promoted a 
petition at the United Nations about the evils of racism 
in the United States. The petition entitled “We Charge 
Genocide” demanded that African-Americans receive 
reparations for their years of suffering. 


In the 1920s and 30s, while capitalist nations of 
the world embraced fascism, the Soviet Union called 
for a “World Alliance Against Fascism.” The Soviet 
Union was the only country to support Ethiopia, when 
the Italian fascists invaded in 1935. Millions of Soviet 
people died fighting off the Nazi invaders during 
WWII. The United States did not send troops to Europe 
until the Soviet Union was already winning the war, 
liberating concentration camps, and marching toward 
Berlin, waving the red flag. 


The Soviet Union was eventually brought down in 
1991. The Soviet Union was always a poor country, 
having started out with almost nothing. The pressure 
of being surrounded by the capitalist countries caused 
lots of internal problems in the socialist government. 
Eventually, corrupt elements seeped into control of 
the party. The party moved far away from its 


revolutionary principles, in response to the hostile 
circumstances. 


Gorbachev, leader of the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union, embraced leading imperialists like 
Ronald Reagan and Margaret Thatcher. When the 
Soviet Union collapsed in 1991, its leaders were 
enacting “market reforms” trying to somehow 
introduce capitalism into the Socialist model. 
Gorbachev, and his clique within the party had long 
abandoned the cause of international worker's 
revolution. They began experimenting with capitalism, 
selling off industries and taking out loans from U.S. 
banks. This created instability and chaos, allowing the 
capitalists to takeover. 


When the capitalists seized power, the 
Communist Party was unable to rouse the masses to 
defend Socialism. The party had distanced itself from 
the working class and lost touch. As a result of 
encirclement, endless war, and internal contradictions, 
after decades of Socialism, capitalism was finally 
restored in the Soviet Union. 


When the Soviet Union was overthrown, this was 
a huge setback for the workers of the world. Since 


1991, labor unions in all countries have faced extreme 
attacks from the capitalists. The liberation struggles in 
Africa, Ireland, Latin America, Asia, and other 


oppressed nations no longer can depend on the large 


amount of aid that the Soviet Union gave them. 


The Soviet Union was the first example of 


Socialist Construction. It proved that socialism is an 
efficient economic system. It proved that 
unemployment, illiteracy, and all the horrors that 


plague many of the 
capitalist countries 
around the world are 
totally unnecessary as 
Socialism can easily 
eliminate them. The 
Soviet Union had many 
flaws, but while it 
existed, it was a positive 
force in the world. It 
offered an alternative to 
capitalism and showed 
that without the rule of 








Since the overthrow of 
Socialism in the Soviet Union, 
millions of women in Eastern 
Europe have becoming victims 
of sex trafficking. 








bosses and bankers, workers were capable of running 
society effectively, based on rational planning. 


The Chinese Revolution 


The Chinese Revolution of 1949 was also a 
Communist Revolution. China was an impoverished 
country prior to the revolution. The Communist Party, 
led by Mao Zedong, spent 25 years waging war for 
liberation. They fought against the Japanese invaders, 
as well as the local capitalists and landlords. When the 





of millions of people, especially women. 








revolution was finally victorious, it resulted in many 
huge gains for the people. 


With socialist planning, China became an 
industrial country with booming industry. Starvation 
was eliminated. Women went from having their feet 
crushed at birth, to being key leaders of government 
and the military. Brigades of “Barefoot doctors” were 
created who traveled bringing medical care to every 
corner of the vast country. Universities were set up, 
and illiteracy was abolished. Mass campaigns against 
drug addiction, sexism, and the horrors of the old 
China that existed before the revolution were carried 
out. 


The life expectancy in China nearly doubled. 
Infant mortality in China was cut down by huge 
numbers. 





The Black Panthers took great inspiration from the Chinese 
Revolution and studied Mao Zedong’s “Little Red Book.” 





In the 1960s and 70s, China became a symbol of third 
world revolution. Mao, the leader of the revolution, 
built a world movement of revolutionary Communists 
who were inspired by China’s great example. China 
built railroads in Africa and supported the people of 
Vietnam in fighting against foreign domination. 


Mao mobilized the youth of China to defend the 
revolution, by forming groups called “Red Guards” that 
fought against right-wing factions of the party, and 
pushed China to continue on the Socialist road, toward 





the final goal of Communism. Students across the 
world, who protested against capitalism and its wars, 
took inspiration from the Red Guards as they seized 
their campuses, fought against all old oppressive 
traditions and preached Marxism-Leninism. 


The Chinese Revolutionaries supported the Black 
Liberation struggle in the United States, particularly 
inspiring the Black Panther Party. When Martin Luther 
King died, Mao Zedong was so moved he wrote a 
statement about the 
evils of racism in the 
United States. When 
Black revolutionary 
fighter Robert F. 
Williams was forced to 
flee the United States, he ~ 


was welcomedinChina | > 


as a great hero for ; ual 


Mao Zedong, leader of the 
Chinese Revolution, with 
especially since the Black liberation fighter Dr. 
death of Mao, China’s W.E.B. Dubois. 






fighting against racist 
capitalism. 
In recent years, 





leaders have strayed far away from the revolutionary 
Communist ideas that led the revolution. Even during 
the life of Mao Zedong, China moved away from its 
revolutionary internationalism, often siding with the 
imperialists against the Soviet Union and other 
countries fighting for national liberation. 


But despite the setbacks and flaws, Chinese 
people are far better off than before the 1949 
revolution. As a result of the revolution, workers in 
China live far better than those of India, Chile, or other 
third world nations that are exploited under the 
domination of U.S. imperialism. 


While many of the revolutionary principles have 
been eroded, China is still independent. China’s 
economy is not modeled on serving western 
imperialists, despite the many market reforms. The 
Communist Party still holds a monopoly on political 
power, and the capitalists of the world would very 
much like to take it away. The CIA has funded 
countless group like the Falun Gong and the Dalai 
Lama, who seek to overturn the progressive gains of 
the Chinese revolution. The U.S. imperialists will never 
be satisfied until all of China is up for grabs once again. 


They want to overthrow the Chinese Communist 
Party, and put Wall Street back in command. 


Within China, many workers are opposed to the 
right-wing moves of the government, and long to 
revive Mao Zedong’s revolutionary traditions. Within 
China there have been many strikes and uprisings, 
showing that there is much discontent with the 
direction China has been moving. There are many 
different views within the Chinese Communist Party 
about how China should move forward, and exactly 
how the revolution will continue is unclear. 


The Chinese Revolution has not died, and the 
impact of this historic revolution continues. 


The Cuban Revolution 


Cuba, just 90 miles south of the United States, is 
constructing Socialism. Cuba long had a U.S. backed 
dictator named Batista. But the Cuban people rose up 
and overthrew him. The leader of the revolution, Fidel 
Castro, pushed Cuba on to the path of socialist 
construction. 


In Cuba today, no one is unemployed. No one is 
homeless. Even the CIA World Factbook admits that 
Cuba has the highest life expectancy in all of Latin 
America. Cuba has a lower infant mortality rate than 
the United States. Cuba has a healthcare system that is 
admired all across the world. Cuba sends medical aid 
to countries all over the world, where capitalism has 
left them without proper medical care. 


Jonathon Kozol, a very well known education 








Socialist Cuba exports more medical aid than any other 
country on earth. 





expert, has written a book 
entitled Children of the 
Revolution in which he 
describes how the Socialist 
educational system in Cuba is 
far superior to capitalism. 
Cuba has many Universities, 
and illiteracy has been wiped 





out. 
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Ernesto “Che” Guevara, In Cuba, the Communist 

pede Done ie Cuban Party and the People’s 

neve: Assemblies have the power. 
They are leading the country in constructing Socialism. 
They have set up a society based on worker's 
democracy, where people's basic needs are met. No 
person in Cuba is ever unemployed. All Cubans have 
the basic right to housing, to medical care and to 
education. 











Che Guevara, a Key leader of the Cuban 
Revolution, is known around the world for his heroic 
anti-imperialist legacy. Guevara fought in Bolivia, the 
Congo, and countless other parts of the world against 


imperialism. Today in Cuba schools, the children 
pledge each morning to “live like Che Guevara.” 


Despite decades of an ugly U.S. economic 
blockade, and countless attacks, Cuba remains 
committed to Socialism. Cuba has aligned itself with 
the anti-imperialist struggles around the world, 
including the rising Bolivarian movement in Latin 
America. 


The Korean Revolution 


The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea is 
also building socialism. The Korean revolution has 
won tremendous results for the people. Nota single 
person in People’s Korea is unemployed. Nota single 
person in People’s Korea is homeless. People’s Korea 
is one of only 11 countries in the world that has 
launched its own satellite into orbit, a tremendous feat 
of scientific achievement. 





Illiteracy has been eliminated in People’s Korea, and all 
children attend high quality schools. 





People’s Korea has sent military aid to Africa, 
Latin America, and other parts of the world, where the 
oppressed are fighting against imperialism. The 
revolutionary leaders of People’s Korea have 
embraced the Black Panther Party and other Black 
revolutionary fighters in the United States. 


Only the northern part of Korea is constructing 
Socialism. In the southern part of the country, the so- 
called “Republic of Korea”, a U.S. backed fascist 
government is in power. In south Korea, it is illegal to 
preach Communist ideas under the national security 
laws. Prisons in south Korea are filled with patriotic 


Koreans who sympathize with their northern country 
folk. Labor unions are routinely suppressed. 


The fascist government of south Korea is backed 
up by thousands of U.S. troops. Millions of U.S. dollars 
are given to the south Korean state, so it can continue 
to keep Korea from becoming re-unified. 


Until the 1980s, People’s Korea had a higher life 
expectancy than south Korea. Since the collapse of the 
USSR, things have been very difficult for People’s 
Korea. They face economic sanctions, imperialist 
encirclement, and ongoing hardship. They are no 
longer able to exist as part of a world bloc of countries 
engaged in Socialist construction, but rather, they are 
isolated, with thousands of U.S. troops threatening 
them on the border. 


The revolutionaries in People’s Korea are not 
satisfied with their country divided between the 
revolutionary, socialist north, and the imperialist 
controlled south. The Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea calls for the Peaceful Re-unification of the 
Korean Peninsula. They call for a countrywide, free 
election where the Communists can participate. 


The U.S. imperialists and their stooges refuse to 
allow the Korean people to have peaceful, democratic, 
re-unification. The U.S. has put sanctions on People’s 
Korea to prevent them from being able to trade in 
international markets and acquire things they need, 
such as oil and medical supplies. 


The Korean Workers Party, a revolutionary 
communist organization, leads the Korean people in 
refusing to surrender to the U.S. imperialists. They 
seek to re-unify their country as part of the world 
revolution against capitalist imperialism. They have 
built strong international alliances with the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, Zimbabwe and other countries that 
have stood up to the western bankers and imperialists. 


Though they face many difficulties, Korea is still 
on the Socialist road, fighting back against oppression 
and exploitation. 


The Need For World Revolution Against 
Imperialism 


All of these socialist revolutions faced a big 
problem. They have and do exist in a sea of global 


capitalism. They achieved a great deal in spite of the 
hostile circumstances. 


The construction of socialism has always meant 
free healthcare and education for the people. It has 
always dramatically raised the living standards of the 
people. It has always meant a higher level of equality 
for women. It has always meant a higher level of 
democratic participation in society. 


However, Socialism always been restrained. The 
capitalists have ruthlessly attacked every country 





building socialism. The U.S. imperialist government is 
armed with a huge arsenal of tanks, airplanes, missiles, 
and other mechanisms of destruction. The U.S. 
imperialists have hundreds of nuclear weapons, 
chemical weapons, and biological agents. The U.S. 
imperialists control the biggest banks and financial 
centers, and their currency, the U.S. dollar, is primary 
currency in global exchange. All of these tools are used 
by the imperialists to repress the people of the world 
who strive for national liberation against imperialism 
and for socialism. 


To see Socialism fully blossom, we must see 
world revolution. Only when imperialism has been 
brought down, and no longer threatens the people of 
the world, can the full development of socialism come 
into being. Only after Socialism has thrived as a global 
system, and greatly increased the technological 
capabilities of the human race, can the higher stage of 
Communism begin to unfold. 


FIST (Fight Imperialism — Stand Together) is a national group of young 
revolutionaries committed to fighting racism, sexism, oppression of lesbian, 
gay, bi and trans people, and exploitation of the working class, all of which 
result from imperialism and capitalism. We believe that the only way to 
achieve true liberation for all peoples throughout the world is through 
socialism. 


We are living in a time of capitalism at a dead end, where our dreams are 
constantly crushed by budget cuts, racism, deportations and poverty. The 
need for a revolutionary movement to transform society is more urgent than 
ever. 


Our generation suffers greatly because of capitalism. Low-wage work, 
homelessness, foreclosures, incarceration, police brutality, racism and lack of 
healthcare are the reality for most of our generation. Crushing student debt 
weighs down young workers, while tuition continues to skyrocket. Trayvon 
Martin, Sean Bell, and Ramarley Graham, along with too many other young 
people of color, remind us of the racist violence that terrorizes our 
communities. 


We are the generation that knows nothing but constant US invasions of 
sovereign countries, which kill millions of people across the globe, all so 
monopolies can make billions in profit. We know that imperialist war is 
essential to the system of capitalism, and it is up to us build a movement, in 
solidarity with working class people across the world, to defeat imperialism. 


It’s time for us to organize to build the type of society that puts people’s needs 
first. FIST is dedicated to achieving such a society by building a multi-national, 
multi-gendered, organization of revolutionary youth that will organize and 
fight in the streets. We currently have young people organizing in Durham, 
Detroit, New York City, Rockford, Buffalo and Philadelphia 


Join us! 


FIST 


fight imperialism 
stand together 








FIGHTIMPERIALISM.ORG 


